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Support for SB 398

I am here to offer my support for SB 398, which repeals Wisconsin State Statute 940.04,
our state’s archaic ban all abortion procedures. 1am grateful to Representative Berceau for once
again introducing this important legislation and to you, Senator Erpenbach, for scheduling a
hearing on this bill. I appreciate the political courage both of you demonstrate by acting to
remove language from our law books that allows the state to force me and other women to carry
all our future pregnancies to term, ultimately impinging on what I believe to be the most personal
and private relationships on this earth—that between an individual and his or her body.

‘Although I speak before you as one of the thousands of women in this state who will be
directly impacted by statute 940.04 if Roe v. Wade is overturned any time soon, I don’t believe
that our debate today should necessarily be about a woman'’s right to reproduétive autonomy.
After all, repealing 940.04 will not broaden access to abortion; the numerous restrictions that the
federal and state government imposes on women’s reproductive decisions will remain intact
when 940.04 is repealed. What changes when this law is repealed is that the abortion issue in
Wisconsin is no longer hampered by a patently offensive, anachronistic blanket prohibition that
in all practicality is unenforceable. After all, what exactly happens when Roe v. Wade is
overturned and the state has the burden of enforcing this law? How do you imagine 1t7 What
precisely will the state of Wisconsin do to ensure that every woman who becomes pregnant stays
pregnant until she produces a baby? Will Wisconsin ensure full coverage for pre- and post- natal
care to its women? Or will you put those of us who are considered “at risk” for abortion behind
bars until we give birth in shackles?
. Wisconsin’s criminal abortion statute was written at a time when these questions were
not only irrelevant, but would never have been considered. In the late 1800s, women were
routinely institutionalized as treatment for “female hysteria,” which illustrates my fundamental
opposition to keeping 940.04 on the books: Itis old. Itis hurtful. It is a reminder of the painful
historical fact that for many yeafs women were congidered chattel in the eyes of the law, not as
individuals worthy of the same autonomy as men. After all, this law was written at a time when
women didn’t have rights to property, when women could not make legal contracts without the

consent of their fathers or husbands and when just a few hundred miles south, millions of women






were bound not only by law, but by the physical chain of slavery. This law was written at a time
when real women, not unlike the fictional Hester Prynng‘:, were responsible for bearing the full
brunt of sexual impropriety. Truly, this law needs to be repealed because it is born out of the
same misogynistic mindset as the customs I’ve just outlined, customs that extend from the great
historical embarrassment called witch-hunts. In fact, in its historical context this law is a doubly
insulting witch-hunt itself, since it not only criminalizes women as patients, but also women
Ser{/ing as midwives and health care practitioners at a time when modern obstetrics and
gynecology had not yet entered into frontier medicine.

As I hope I've made clear, this law dates from a time that has very little to do with the
social, cultural and political realities we face today. Ifit did, I wouldn’t be here—my very
presence before this legal body would not have been permissible in 1849. Senators Roessler,
Vinehout and Lazich: You wouldn’t be here either. At least, you wouldn’t be here if countless
other antiquated laws dismissive of women’s rights had not been removed from our 1éw books. I
think it goes without saying that Wisconsin owes many debts not only to the countless women
disenfranchised in its history, but also to its women residents today who are courageous enough
to cross hostile lines of self-righteous protestors standing between them and the mere four
abortion clinics in this state. In a quiet act of defiance, these women transgress a vocal minority’s
successful yet unjust work to perpetuate a social order that suppresses the limitless talents and
contributions we women make when given many choices,

So today, vou have a choice: You can choose to endorse an offensive, anachronistic,
unenforceable law remnant of a deeply dark period in American history for women. Or, you can
pass SB 398, choosing instead to follow the Wisconsin traditions that make me so proud to be a
woman in this state: We were the first state to ratify the 19" Amendment in 1919; we ratified the
Equal Rights Amendment in 1972; last Spring, this very committee passed the Compassionate
Care for Rape Victims Act, giving it the momentum it needed to pass both houses of the
legislature. Repealing 940.04 follows in this tradition. And this, I believe, is a tradition we all

can be proud of.
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Members of the Commiitee:

My name is Dr. Julie Mickelson and I am testifying in opposition to Senate Bill 398. |
am a practicing obstetrician gynecologist in Milwaukee, Obstetrics provides.a unique
and rewarding opportunity to simultaneously care for two patients, the mother and her
baby. The joy on a mother’s face to see her 10 week baby moving its arms and legs, its
heart beating, says it all: ‘1 can think of no other field where a medical provider would do
every thing possible to care for and save their patient, but then-turn around and kill that
patient if asked. ‘

Scenarios occur where the baby and mother cannot both survive, such as an ectopic
pregnancy. In these cases we remove the baby, but do so to save the mother. Our intent
is not to directly harm the baby. Recently I cared for a patient with ruptured membranes
at 22 weeks, prior to viability. The uterus became infected and in addition to starting
antibiotics I had to induce labor to cure the mother of a life threatening infection. The
baby lived 2 hours and the patient and family treasured those two hours. Our intent was
never 1o directly harm the baby.

Abortion not only kills the baby but can also cause long term harm to the mother.
Scientific evidence confirms abortion increases the risk of premature delivery in
subsequent pregnancies and increases the risk of depression and suicide as well. 1 have
taken care of patients who have been psychologically devastated by prior abortions.

Abortion discriminates against the imperfect baby. A mother who is encouraged to abort
her baby that may have a handicap will always wonder how handicapped that child really
would have been, and she adds to her sadness of carrying a sick child the guilt of
terminating its life. Even babies with anomalies precluding survival bring joy and
happiness to their parents for the hours or days they can be held and loved.

[ urge you to vote against this bill.

Julie A, Mickelson, MD
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I’m Jane Frantz and I'm testifying today as a Volunteer Regional
Coordinator for Silent No More on behalf of our state members and 5,000
members nationwide in opposition to SB 398,

This past January 16, women from across the state gathered here at the Capitol, as we
have done for five years now, to share our harrowing tales of life after abortion. Our goal in
doing so was the enlighten legislators, medical professions, clergy and the general public about
the devastating impact of destroying our own child’s life.

One of the doctors present remarked that in his entire career he had never heard stories
like ours. Several legislators told us how grateful they were for our candor and appreciative of
the information. In your packet you will find a DVD of the event and I ask that you spend %2 hour
viewing it if you were unable to attend, as our experiences are applicable to several pieces of
legislation currently under consideration, including SB 398.

1 had an abortion while in college in 1985 ... I was 22 at the time. I had it because 1
could, and because no one told me not to. It was an easy way out of a sticky situation. For the
next 18 years I battied addictions to drugs and alcohol, depression and suicidal tendencies. My
grandmother once said people drink to forget. After spending $5,000 and 28 days at an in-patient
treatment program, I managed to stay sober for 12 years, but the pain didn’t go away. Then, one
day, about five years ago, it occurred to me that perhaps the abortion was the cause of my
unhappiness.

At face value, I had everything going for me. I was raised in a good Catholic home ... |
knew the difference between right and wrong. While it was my body, and my choice, it was also
my baby and women are not wired to kill our own children. Having been blessed with three more
children since the abortion, I knew the outcome of a pregnancy uninterrupted and that technically
1 should have four.

I spent the next several years on an intensive healing journey and dealt with the guilt,
shame, anger, sadness and grief. Eventually, the depression lifted and the addiction to chemicals”
subsided. Not surprisingly, I met a lot of women just like me. We had many things in commen
besides symptoms of post abortion syndrome ... many of us had been sexually violated as young
children. I mention this today because the recent “Status of Girls in Wisconsin” report found that
42% of girls age 15 and younger report that their first sexual intercourse was not consensual.
Unfortunately, the report failed to determine what happens to the ones who become pregnant as a
result. Abortion, whether legal or illegal, is not the answer.

Coincidentally, T returned to that same AODA treatment center about a year ago and shared
my theory that if a woman is an addict and post-abortive there may be a correlation. The director told
me that they didn’t have post-abortive women in treatment, or at least if they did, it wasn’t an issue.
To satisfy my curiosity, she agreed to contact me in the event one showed up and wanted someone to
talk to who knew exactly how she felt. Two weeks later, on a Friday, at 9:40 am., a woman called.







She had had five abortions and wondered if it was a good idea to read a letter she wrote to them at
her group therapy session at 10:00 o’clock that day.

After establishing she had a relationship with God, I told her reading the letters we wrote to
our daughter was very therapeutic for my husband and I, and encouraged her to do so, if she was
ready. She called back that evening to tell me she read it while all of the women in group cried.
Afterwards, seven of the 18 of them approached her to share their own abortion stoties.

For the purpose of today’s hearing, I'd like us to move beyond abortion as a political or
religious issue and consider it only as a woman’s health issue. When Roe v. Wade became law
35 years ago, we didn’t know what we do now. There is a significant body of well-documented
evidence proving abortion hurts women physically, emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually.
For starters, there is an undeniable increase in the cases of breast, cervical and ovarian cancer
that correlates to the rate of abortions performed. Unfortunately, even Sarah Weddington herself,
the infamous attorney who defended Jane Roe and convinced the Federal Supreme Court that life
is disposable when it’s unwanted is battling breast cancer.

Women have abortions for a variety of reasons, and not all women who have them regret
it, but many do. The majority of women seeking an abortion cite lack of emotional and financial
support as the reason why. Less than 1% abort because of rape or incest. Abortion proponents
cite potential medical complications for either the child or mother as sufficient reason for
legalizing the procedure. There are many well-documented instances of doctors relying on
ultrasound images who misdiagnose the situation. And, there are cases like my second child,
who appeared healthy and normal on the ultrasound, but suffered a brain injury during birth at
the unsteady hands of a doctor who botched the forceps delivery. His life has been a continuous
series of challenges. The truth is, try as we may to control the outcome, we seldom can.

No matter the reason, no matter the method, no matter whether or not the act was
consensual, no matter how far along we were in the pregnancy, the reality is, at some point,
typically many years after the procedure, many of us realized that what we had done was morally
wrong. Perhaps not according to man’s law, but certainly according to God’s. For it is only when
we acknowledge and value our divine appointments first as women, and second as mothers; and
realize that our ability to reproduce is a sacred act that most closely aligns us with our Creator,
that we can expect to establish a foundation upon which to ground, and measure, all other
legislation.

If, instead of trumping God, we would agree to abide by his natural law, legislators would
be unencumbered with having to make, debate and legislate decisions that He has already made.
It is very simple .... Life is God’s job and ours is to protect it. That is what the Constitutions of
both our State and Nation, along with the Declaration of Independence were designed to do.

In order to redirect the destructive course we are currently charting, as a state and nation,
we need to recalibrate our moral compass, and establish guidelines that promote healthy
decisions. Far from a judgment call; a democratic society is a virtuous society by its very nature.
It is one that embraces respect for all people, especially the defenseless. It is one that holds its







people in the highest regard, recognizing them as its most precious and invaluable natural
resource.

A virtuous society uses reason, fact and logic when making decisions, while relying on
scientific, medical and social research to substantiate theory. It regards experience as irrefutable
evidence of truth. Thirty-five years later, there is a substantial, well-documented body of
evidence to support the fact that abortion is never a healthy, wise choice for women.

Motivated by the belief that we are all worthy human beings, created equally and in the
very image and likeness of a sovereign God, our focus must be on preserving our dignity and
reclaiming our right to life, liberty and justice, from the moment of conception to the natural end
of life.

Please, do everything within your power to oppose any, and all, legislation designed to
undermine the sanctity of life.

Thank you.

Jane M. Frantz

Volunteer Regional Coordinator
Silent No More

2509 E. Dietzen Drive
Appleton, W1 549135
920,740.3573






JANE FRANTZ TESTIMONY

In 1985, I was 22 and working to pay my way through
college. The summer after my freshman year, I got pregnant. Afraid,
ashamed, and unwilling to interrupt my education; I made a mistake
I deeply regret. I had an abortion.

I did it without much thought; afraid of what others, R
especially my parents, would think. I am 10" of 11 children, 14™ of 15 1f you count the
miscarriages, raised in a devout Catholic home. I knew better. And yet, I didn’t give it a second
thought at the time.

By the time I got to college, 1 had endured a life-time of pain. I was sexually violated as a
young child and have since learned that when that happens, a child’s emotional development and
sense of self-worth is arrested, and they often begin to isolate. I started smoking pot at 13 and
drinking at 15. Seeking the love, affection and affirmation I wasn’t getting at home, | was
promiscuous as a teenager, lost my virginity at 18, and was raped by a boss at 19, thinking
nothing of it. I had no sense of appropriate sexual behavior; my sexual norms were totally
abnormal.

‘When I learned I was pregnant, | was completely detached emotionally, and oblivious to
my divine appointment first as a woman, and second as a mother. Although, for the first time in
my life, I felt like I might amount to something. I was unwilling to take what I thought would be
a step backward, and knew doing so would mean subjecting myself to humiliation as an unwed
mother.

I don’t remember much about the day, although I’ll never forget the date. I remember
going to a James Taylor concert two days later, as if nothing had happened. Neither my doctor
nor the abortion clinic discussed options ot consequences. I have to believe if I had seen an
ultrasound of my eight week old baby, I would not have gone through with it.

People have tried to console me by telling me I was young; or that times were different;
or that I did what I thought was right at the time. Unfortunately, that doesn’t make it any less
painful.

I managed to deny the abortion for nearly two decades, but it lurked in the back of my
mind, the depths of my heart, and the pit of my stomach, leaving a legacy of pain that manifested
itself in addictions to alcohol and drugs, depression, and an inability to stay focused or hold a job
for more than a few yeass.

In 1994, 1 admitted myself to a 28-day, in-patient treatment program for substance abuse.
During the intake process, the admissions clerk asked me if I had children. T had a two year old
son at the time. “Any other pregnancies?” he asked. I remember thinking it was an unusual
question and contemplated lying, but for the first time, I confessed the abortion instead. He made
a notation in my chart and continued on. 1 mistook him not probing as permission to bury it
again. I spent the entire time and $5,000 searching for the “cause” of my addictions, while being
cast as a rebel and being told I was in denial, and nearly convinced that I was doomed to return







as 80% of the addicts before me had. I stayed clean and sober for 12 years, but the pain never
went away ... it only worsened.

I sought counseling and was treated for chronic depression. Medication helped for a
while, especially through the times when suicide seemed like a very real possibility.

Then, on March 23, 2003, I had a profound spiritual awakening and realized what I had
done. The Holy Spirit revealed that the child I had aborted was a precious gift from God. I
repented, sought and received God’s forgiveness. My healing journey began in earnest. The
depression lifted and the desire to alter my state of mind subsided. The hole in my heart began to
close. For the first time in my life, I began to feel “normal,” even though I didn’t know what that
was.

In April of 2006, my husband and I attended a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat where we
named our daughter Rowan and properly memorialized her life. We mourned her death, grieved
out loss, and celebrated her soul.

Emotionally, the loss experienced through abortion is similar to that with miscarriage.
However, a woman who miscarries may feel guilty because she doesn’t know what (if any) role
she played in her child’s death. I know exactly what role I played. I'm serving a life sentence for
the decision I made to voluntarily terminate my pregnancy. I will always wonder what Rowan
would be like. A mother never forgets her child, whether “planned” or “unplanned.” If I can help
someone avoid the unbearable pain, I will continue to tell my story.

As a footnote, I returned to that same AODA treatment center about a year ago and shared
my theory that if a woman is an addict and post-abortive there may be a correlation. The director told
me that they didn’t have post-abortive women in treatment, or at least if they did, it wasn’t an issue.
To satisfy my curiosity, she agreed to contact me in the event one showed up and wanted someone to
talk to who knew exactly how she felt. Two weeks later, on a Friday, at 9:40 a.m., a woman called.
She had had five abortions and wondered if it was a good idea to read a letter she wrote to them at
her group therapy session at 10:00 o’clock that day.

After establishing she had a relationship with Ged, I told her reading the letters we wrote to
our daughter was very therapeutic for my husband and 1, and encouraged her to do so, if she was
ready. She called back that evening to tell me she read it while all of the women in group wept.
Afterwards, seven of the 18 of them approached her to share their own abortion stories. I was invited
back to meet with the other women the following day. Four of the seven women and the daughter of
the woman who called, who happened to be visiting that day wanted to talk. Midway through our
meeting, the daughter interrupted and admitted that her miscarriage was actually an abortion, even
though she knew her mom had had several. “Why did you do it, knowing what I did?” her mother
asked. “Because I knew how badly you wanted a grandchild, but I wasn't ready to be a parent,” her
daughter replied, relicved that her secret was finally out in the open. They wept as they held each
other. We all cried with them.

Jane Frantz
Appleton, Wisconsin






Cassie Mott

I am speaking today because I see this event as an opportunity to
educate others of the negative affects abortion has had in my life and
others.

For me I fall into the 60% of surveyed women who state “a part of me
died during that procedure.” I walked out of that abortion clinic not the
same person.

Feeling pressure by family who felt pressure by the situation I also fall
into another 64% of women feeling pressure.

My situation places me with another 84% of women who they did not receive adequate
counseling.

The only counsel was educating me and my parents of what this two day procedure
would involve. No one told us of the dreams/nightmares we’d have, or the emotional
numbing that would develop to face each day. For my mother, daily crying for the loss
of that child, for myself daily thinking and questioning what would my baby, child would
be adult be doing now. Would he be attending the UW, would he be engaged or possibly
already a father? '

Now one counseled on the anxiousness of infertility. My abortion ended the life of the
only baby 1’d conceive.

No counsel being unable to forgive myself or yes fearing God’s punishment.

All of these symptoms, and there are more, are associated with post-traumatic stress —
which up to 65% of women state experiencing following an abortion.

Yes, I regret having an abortion, yet I found help and healing after 18 years of struggle.
Because other courageous women openly shared their experience of hurt and healing.

That is why I’m here today. There is help available nation wide. My help did come from
my faith. Now instead of fearing God’s punishment I'm assured of His love. Walking
through a Bible study that focused on grief associated with abortion, I experienced in my
heart the knowledge 1 had of God’s character that is steadfast, loving and forgiving.

My hope for sharing today is that my story will encourage one person who like me
suffering in silence will reach out for help. It is available.

Thank You.

If interested in the more stats I have with me a fact sheet which includes citations.






I REGRET MY ABORTIONS

My name is Jody and I'm speaking out today because I
regret my azbortions. I'm speaking today because I
don’t want anyone else to suffer what I've suffered.

I'm speaking today to honor the two children that I
lost to abortion: these two children, who were given
no choice and who I denied for so long.

¢ NO MORE

I was pro-choice when I had my abortions. I never

questioned what abortion was. Honestly, abortion, to me, was a back-up form
of birth control. When faced with a crisis pregnancy, I quickly chose
abortion. The cholce felt like deciding suicide: I had to act quickly, before
I changed my mind. I was extremely conflicted inside, it finally came down to
this: abortion must be okay because it’s legal. Yet deep in my heart I knew
that what I was doing was wrong.

I went to Planned Parenthood and was offered no other choices. I really feit
like I had no choice but to have the sbortions. I had to act quickly, because
each passing moment meant that these babies were growing bigger. I had to
deny the truth: these children growing inside of me were not human, they were
blobs of tissue, masses of cells, products of conception, the contents of my
uterus. I had to deny the humanity and dignity of my own two children. I had
to deny one of the very mysteries of what is beautiful and loving about being
a4 wOmarli.

I wasn't told about the conseqguences or risks I would suffer in having my
abortions. They told me that it was a simple and painless procedure. They did
not tell me that I would walk out of that clinic a different woman. They did
not tell me that my sense of relief would be intermingled with a sorrowful
emptiness. They did not tell me that my heart would harden. They did not tell
me that I would be deeply wounded and that I would spend years in denial.
they did not tell me that I would become intensely angry with anyone who was
against legalized abortion. They did not tell me that this anger covered a
sense of having lost the ability to see myself as a loving, trustworthy and
aurturing woman. : :

They did not tell me that I would develop a strong mistrust of doctors and
nurses. They did not tell me that I would be afraid to be around children,
especially babies, for fear of hurting them. They did not tell me that my
relationships would become more and more violent. They did not tell me that 1
would attempt suicide. They did not tell me that thoughts of my abozted
children would later haunt me. They did not tell me of the horror I would
face, in realizing exactly what I had done to my children.

They did not tell me that I would suffer feelings of shame, self-loathing,
sorrow, guilt, rage, depression and regret. They did not tell me that I would
try to atone for what I'd done by getting pregnant again.

They did not tell me that I would keep these intentions secret: “I will do it
right this time; even if I'm single, even if I don’t have enough money, even
if I don't finish college, even if I have to go on welfare, even 1f no man
will want to marzy me. I’m going to keep you, to take care of you, to love
you."”






They did not tell me that after I miscarried this baby I would begin hearing
this radio ad: “Why when I wanted it, it was a baby and when I didn't, it
wasn’ £?” They didn't tell me that I would fall to my knees, in hearing this
painful truth.

They did not tell me that I would change, that I'd wish beyond anything in
this world that I’d had the courage to give my children in adoption. Oh, if
only my children were alive today somewhere in the world. How I would welcome
them finding me, with open arms. If only I’d had the courage to give my
children in adoption. If only..

They did not tell me that my future husband would still love me accept my
past and accept my children. They did not tell me that we would struggle with
infertility. They did not tell me that I might never c¢onceive or carry
another child to term again. They did not tell me that my womb would continue
to feel like a battleground. They didn’t tell me that I would be afraid of
pregnancy, even after some years of healing from my abortions.

My husband and I have been blessed to have a baby girl. How will I tell hex?
Will she wonder why she was the lucky one? Will she forgive me? The
repercussions of my abortions have gone beyond what I ever could have
imagined. I am so grateful to have a community of women around me, who have
told their children, whe I can turn to for support when this moment comes.

The hope I have today is in knowing that Ifve been forgiven. The most
important thing that people need to know about abortion is that it is not the
solution. We can't erase a pregnancy. Our children did not choose to be
conceived, no matter what the circumstances surrcunding their conception.
Abortion is not the solution. We must work towards a world where women faced
with crisis pregnancies will be supported to choose life for their children:
to have financial, emotional and spiritual resources readily available.

If you'wve had an abortion, and are hurting I want you tc know that thexe is
hope and healing. The truth will set us free! We can face our children. We
don’t need toc be afraid. We can be freed from the darkness of our pasts. We
are not alone.

Jody Kennedy
Madison, WI






Good motning, my name is Janet Hutguy and I thank you for coming this
morning to hear our testimonies.

Back on December 6™, 1975, my parents dtove me from La Crosse to here in
Madison to abort my baby. I never thought I'd be back in Madison 32 yeats
later speaking out about the abortion.

'NO MORE
I never planned on getting pregnant. I was only 16 years old. I would say to P E B W
my friends that I was not going to have sex before marriage. Well, when you are atound othets who
do not have the same values, someone will change. That someone was me. I know this does not
always happen to everyone but it did to me. We did a little drinking which helped me to give in
when my boyfriend wanted to ‘go all the way’. Since we had had sex that time, I decided with some
friends that we would get ourselves on the birth control pill. I was to start the pill x amount of days
after my next period was to start. Well, my period never came so I went for a pregnancy test. It came
out positive. I was so naive, I just went along really not thinking of it as a baby. After all, you are
told it is only 2 blob of tissue. I remember my mom asking me one night if I was pregnant. 1 just
looked at her and said yes.

So began the journey of going to the doctor, finding out how far along I was and where the abortion
could take place. [ really do not remember the discussion of the actual abottion appt. My mom took
cate of that. I do know we wete told it would have to be done by a certain date (which was soon) as
then after that, I’d be too far along. I think that was done as a way to get us going on the abortion;
sott of not letting us have time to think it through.

As I said, my parents drove me to the abortion mill. My dad stayed in the cat, my mom took me . I
don’t remembet much about the building itself other than it was brick and not real big nor do 1
remember the staff. T do remember my mom paying, and me going into the room to have the
abottion. I was still this little naive gitrl doing what I was told. Like a sheep being led to slaughter.

I remember the nurse and the doctor. Not exactly their faces but everything else. The nutse injecting
my cetvix, which really hurt, and then the suction. That is when I realized this was not some blob of
tissue; this was a baby and they were taking it out of me! I statted to grab down between my legs.
The nurse grabbed my hand and told me I could not do that. The doctor just kept telling me
everything was fine. Well, it was not finel

I was taken to the ‘recovery’ room where 1 laid on a cot. I laid there crying. My mother came in and
asked me why I was ctying. I just said, “why do you think?”

On out way home, my parents took me to see the place I was botn at. Don’t ask me why they would
do that at this particular time but I found that to be very inapproptiate.

Things went on as usual at home. On the outside anyway. Inside, I felt cheated, unworthy, scared,
unloved, alone. I was not openly told not to talk about it but at my house, you just don’t talk about
things. I sent a letter to my cousin ptior to the abortion. My mom told me I had better not have told
her anything so I sent her another letter stating I was wrong, I really had not been pregnant. So, I
started drinking to release this need to talk. I statted sleeping around. I remember one time after
going 1o bed with one guy, I started crying. I let it out that I'd been pregnant and had an abortion.






The guy told me that I needed help. I knew I needed something but I did not know exactly what.
Love? Someone to hold me? To tell me everything was going to be 2l right?

I used to be ‘daddy’s little girf’ but I no longer felt that way. He and I used to do a lot togethet.
Fishing, going into the woods or open fields to pick the weeds where larvae would be so he could
use them for fish bait, different repairs around the house like insulating the attic, putting insulation
up on the basement walls, etc. He used to tell othets I was his little boy. He did not have a son. It is
just my sister and 1. My dad and I no longer had that closeness. There was a void between us. 1
wondet now if the abortion made him drink mote. Oh, not that he was a drunk but I never saw him
without a beer i his hand and sometimes I would sneak a peak at whete he was and see him
drinking vodka ot something else that he’d have hidden in bis track or elsewhere.

My boyfriend was joining the air force that following summer and now looking back I realize 1 felt
he was abandoning me. He’d had his fun, now he’d go on with his life.

He and I eventually got married after I'd gotten pregnant once again a few years latet. He and I had
a beautiful daughter and then two years later, a son. It was not a happy matriage. He did not want
me talking to anyone about the abortion. I had two children but I was still haunted by the abortion.
We divorced when our son was not yet two. I'd met 2 man who I thought would be an answet to my
dreams. My knight in shining atmor as I'd told him. He was there to save me. I told him about my
abottion and his response at that time was that his mother would not like me. That should have
been my clue of what our martiage would be like but I was wanting a man to love me and I did not
let his comments get to me.

We mattied a few years later and we have two wondetful sons. I eventually told my husband about a
time when I was very young when an uncle of mine had molested me. 'm embartassed to say that I
had not even thought of it really as being molested. It was just something that had happened to me
when I was little. My husband had no feelings for me about my uncle molesting me othet than to
ask me why I hadn’t told him about this before we got married. Never once did he bug me or say he
was sotty. I’d never told anyone about my uncle other than to discuss it with my sistet and also with
my cousin who out uncle had done the same to.

I started home schooling my children when my daughter was going into fourth grade. She then had
come to me when she was going to be a senior asking if she could go public school. She wanted to
graduate with more than just het. I panicked thinking she would go into school and get pregnant like
I had. I decided it was time to tell her why I had such a problem with her going to school. I did not
know how to go about it so I just told her one day when she was in my room. She at first tried to
run out but I grabbed her arm thinking she could not go out of my room because 1 had three sons
who I did not want to know about this. She kind of started to hyperventilate but after awhile calmed
down. She said she’d always felt there was another sibling. We talked and eventually, I did let her go
to school. It tutned out to be a good thing because she was my voice and my way of getting to some
of the gitls in the school. She would come home and tell me that the school was putting gitls on
bisth control and antidepressants without their parents consent. She would tell me about gitls who'd
gotten pregnant and that she would go up to the girl, ask them if it were true that they were pregnant
and then she would tell them that P’d bad an abortion and if they needed someone to talk to, they
could always call me.






1 eventually told my oldest son. He never discussed it with me until this last year when he got a
gitlfriend. Now he has talked with me about it.

1 was having some medical problems and went to a doctor at our Women’s Clinic. 1 told her about
the abottion, the fact that I was having pains in my abdomen so often but that I'd noticed pains 2 lot
in July and December. She told me those were phantom pains. I'd nevet heard of phantom pains
before. She and I discussed it. When I got home, I went on the internet to find out mote about
phantom pains and other things associated with abortions. It made me very angry to learn that so
much of what I was feeling was because of the abortion and that there are a lot of women feeling
the same as I was.

A couple of years ago I'd filled out a form for Operation Outcry. It was my testimony on how
abortion had hurt me. I said they could contact me in the future. I got a phone call about testifying
in sotne coutt cases. They wanted to fly me out to South Dakota to testify in a court case against
abortion. I thought, how am I going to explain this to my other two boys? I knew, once again, it was
time to tell about my abottion but with them being younger I did not know how they would react.
Would they hate me? [ sat them down one day explained that I had something to tell them that was
vety important. I broke down crying as I told ther about the abortion. Their reaction totally took
me off guard. When I told them that I'd thought they would hate me my youngest asked me why, it
was not me who wanted it. They wete so wonderful, I cried harder that day than I think I'd cried
before. It was just an overwhelming feeling of freedom. I would no longer have to go to another
room when I was talking about the abortion fot fear that one of the kids would hear. I was now free
to discuss my abortion whenever I wanted. Or so | thought.

I did go to South Dakota and gave my deposition which was a hard thing to do yet a feeling of
doing something to help get my voice out thete. 'd also responded to an asticle written in Ms
Magazine about post abortion stress syndrome being something that was made up by the religious
right. I wrote to tell them that it was a real syndrome. They, needless to say, did not print my letter.

I finally found a healing. I had been told about Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat but I was aftaid to go. Itis
a weekend retreat that starts on a Friday evening and goes into Sunday afternoon. I did not feel I
could afford it ot that my husband would see the cost as unnecessary. I found out they have
scholarships so I applied and got one. I told my husband that I had to do this. So, I went and 1 tell
you it was the most wondetful weekend I've ever had. I did not want to go home! It was such a time
of healing, a time to let it all out. All the women there know what you've been through. There is no
one to judge you. We laughed together, we cried together, we healed together. When I got home my
husband asked me how it went. Even though he was tired, he listened. Or at least he pretended very
well. I guess my husband thought that by my going to the retreat i’d be over, I'd stop having to
speak out. I said, I've only just begun!

1 wrote a letter to our local newspaper just before we were to vote a year or so ago. I did not want
my parents to pick up a paper and tead it or someone they know to read it and say something to
them so I went over to theit house to let them know I'd written this letter. My dad does not like to
talk about the abostion so he left the room. My mom statted to mention that since I had written the
Jetter, people would know. I got angry and said something about why doesn’t she think about my
feelings for once. T mentioned how she had said that if I did not have the abortion I would not be
allowed to live at theit house any longer, I would not be around for my sister’s birthday, but she






would not let me finish. She denied ever saying any of it. That is when my dad came in and told me
to get out of their house. Once again, they would not let me talk about it. By the way, I won the
“Golden Pen Award” that our local paper gives out for outstanding letters to the editor. I went to
my ex mother in laws to let her know about the abortion because 1 did not want her to find out
about the abottion by reading the paper or from someone else. Over all the years, she’d never found
out about the abortion. I felt she took the news about the abortion quite well but I guess I was
wrong. She had a heart attack the next day. I feel partly to blame but still feel it was for the best to
tell her.

This is my second Silent No More rally and this past year I gave my testimony for the coerced
abortion bill, My husband still does not like it when I talk about my abortion. He does not like
seeing stuff around the house about abortion. I guess he feels, as others, that if you don’t discuss it,
it does not exist. But, by not speaking out about it , others will not know the devastation abottion
has on women. It does not end with the woman having the abortion. It has an effect on everyone.
From the woman, to her husband ot boyfriend, patents, childten, friends. And the list goes on. We
have to be willing to listen to the women about how abortion hurts us. It is not the easy out that
people are led to believe. It is only the beginning of out own personal hell.

Provetbs 24:11 & 12 says, “Rescue those who are unjustly seatenced to death; don’t stand back and
let them die. Dor’t try to disclaim responsibility by saying you didn’t know about it. For God, who
knows all heatts, knows yours, and he knows you knew! And he will reward everyone according to
his deeds.”

This is why I am Silent No Mote!

Janet Hurguy

N5730 County Road OT
Onalaska, W1 54650
(608) 781-4674
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Senate Committee on Health, Human Services, Insurance, and Job Creation
By Julaine K. Appling, CEO
February 27, 2008

Thank you, Chairman Erpenbach and committee members, for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 398. My
name is Julaine Appling, and I am presenting this testimony today as president of Wisconsin Family Action, the
legislative action arm of Wisconsin Family Council.

Wisconsin Family Action is opposed to SB 398.

I must admit that I am somewhat baffled by the purpose of this bill. SB 398 would repeal Wisconsin statute
940.,04—the statute criminalizing the abortion of an unborn child. However, since the 1973 US Supreme Court
decision in Roe v. Wade, Wisconsin’s abortion ban has been unenforceable. The current statutes are hurting
absolutely no one-—they cannot be enforced.

However, let’s assume for a moment that this piece of legislation was actually relevant, that Roe v. Wade was
overturned and that the decision to prohibit, regulate or allow abortion was back in the hands of the states.
Where does statute 940.04 fit at that point? First, Article I, Section I of the Wisconsin Constitution guaraniees
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness to all people. That makes it clear that it is perfectly appropriate for
government to protect innocent life and punish those who take life, which is what Statute 940.04 stipulates.
We’re talking about unborn human life in this instance, and the state should absolutely give that life the benefit
of the doubt.

If the above scenario became reality, Wisconsin is then in the position of giving the benefit of doubt to life—
and has a means already in place that punishes those who knowingly perform procedures that destroy unbormn
human life.

Frankly, the burden of proof lies with the authors and proponents of this bill to prove that removing the statute
in question is appropriate, to show somehow that it is not the state’s responsibility to protect innocent, helpless
life. I submit to you that it is always the state’s duty to protect innocent, helpless life and that protecting life was
the purpose of this statute. This abortion criminal code is an appropriate safeguard in the event that the decision
to regulate abortion is returned to the states. In that case, Wisconsin would be one of just four states that has a
criminal code for abortion on the books, ready to be enforced.

Lifting an unenforceable ban of this nature on the presumption that it might eventuaily become enforceable
under a certain set of circumstances is illogical at best and irresponsible at worst. We have no idea what the
circumstances might be that would possibly overturn the current federal sanction of abortion. In the event the
federal sanction is overturned, instead of rushing to try to create new criminal code and regulations, having the
debate and engaging what could likely be a protracted legislative process while babies were being killed, we
would be prepared with Statute 940.04. Keeping the statute in place gives the benefit of doubt exactly where it

should be given—to the unborn human lives.







It is also important to remember that the only reason this statute is not enforceable right now is not that the
expressed will of the people of Wisconsin has changed, but rather that we had a 5-4 vote in the US Supreme
Court that imposed this situation on all of us.

The testimony provided today by others will lay to rest the argument that this statute would result in women
who abort their babies being thrown into prison. Other statutory provisions clearly prevent that.

As duly elected officials, I submit to you that it is your duty to protect life. Statute 940.04 protects the most
vulnerable life of all—-the unborn child. It is far more reasonable and responsible for this legislature to leave
the statute in place, unenforceable though it may be right now, and in so doing give the benefit of the doubt and
the presumption of innocence to the unborn children who might one day be affected by this statute.

For all of these reasons, Wisconsin Family Action is opposed to SB 398, and I urge this committee to honor
established Wisconsin statute and err on the side of protecting the life of the innocent unborn. A vote against
SB 398 would accomplish both.

Thank you.
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1 am Barbara Lyons, Executive Director of Wisconsin Right to Life. Thank you,
Mir. Chairman and committee members, for the privilege of testifying in opposition to SB
398.

Abortion is a tragic act that has failed miserably in our state and country. Viewed
back in 1973 as a panacea for a myriad of social ills, legal abortion throughout the full
nine months of pregnancy has solved none of them. Women are harmed, fathers have no
say in the destruction of their chiidren, marriages and families are more unstable, and
child abuse and neglect have increased dramatically over the past 35 years. The most
egregious result -~ we have 50 million dead who were never given a chance at life.

Technology has irrevocably answered what seven U.S. Supreme Court Justices
could not divine back in 1973 — the question of when human life begins. We now know
beyond a shadow of a doubt, through the beauty of ultrasound and the advent of in vitro
fertilization, that every unborn child is a unique, living member of the human family at
the time of fertilization. To say otherwise is to deny reality. To say it doesn’t matter
means that any vulnerable human life can be subject to destruction for the rationale of the
day.

Section 940.04 of the Wisconsin statutes originated 150 years ago. This law,
which prohibits the killing of unborn children, says a lot about our state and the concern
we have for the welfare of human beings, including those who live in the mother’s
womb. It is as important to keep this law now as it was at its origin.

It is equally important to be concerned about the welfare of women. That is why
s. 940.13 was enacted in 1985 — to ensure that women are not prosecuted or penalized by
fine or imprisonment for having procured an abortion. Wisconsin Right to Life
spearheaded the creation of s. 940.13 which negates the impact of s. 904.04 (3) and (4).
It is unconscionable for the promoters of SB 398 to continuously claim that women will
2o to prison unless s. 940.04 is repealed because it is blatantly false.

50 million legal abortions have been performed in our country since 1973.
Statistics reveal that 36% are performed on African-American women, a grossly
disproportionate number to this ethnic group’s population as 13% of Americans.
Roughly 18 million African-American babies have been destroyed by abortion.






In Wisconsin, the number of abortions performed since 1974 is over 490,000.
Imagine -- 490,000 of our Wisconsin family who were never given a chance. At 24% of
Wisconsin abortions performed, over 117,000 African-American babies are not with us.

In acts of sheer discrimination, babies with disabilities, especially those with
Down syndrome, are destroyed in large numbers, simply because they are not perfect and
need more of our care.

Since 48% of abortions are repeats, a woman who aborts has already had one,
two, or perhaps five previous abortions. These numbers leave no doubt that abortion is
being used as a means of birth control.

More women are reporting that their abortions are coerced by threat or
intimidation. Science tells us that babies experience significant pain from abortion,
especially at 20 weeks or beyond.

And now, proponents of abortion who are backing SB 398 say it isn’t enough.
We need to continue this scourge on the Wisconsin landscape once Roe v. Wade is
overturned by repealing s. 940.04.

For the sake of humanity, decency, and human rights, Wisconsin Right to Life
urges you to reject SB 398. Let’s turn the page and remain a state that believes in the
hope and promise of the future by allowing everyone to have a chance to live. Thank
you.
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Johnson, Kelly

From: Knutson, Tryg ‘
-Sent:  Thursday, February 28, 2008 1:12 PM
To: Johnson, Kelly

Subject: FW: SB 398

From: Jane Frantz [mailto:jifrantz@communitylivingsolutions.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 1:04 PM

To: Sen.Erpenbach

Cc: janefrantz@new.rr.com

Subject: SB 398

Dear Senator Erpenbach,

Yesterday ! testified on behalf of Silent No More in opposition to SB 398. You may remember me since | went
first. You asked the doctor who followed me about incest ... whether or not a woman who conceives a chiid by
her father ought to bear that child? His responses weren't as clear as they could have been.

| learned something interesting about my family a while back. One of my grandfather’s brothers changed his last
name because his wife didn’t like it ... it was too hard to spell. As a result, the family lost track of him. it got me
to thinking ... how would we know who his offspring were? | understand it was commonplace back then to
change a last name without a lot of legal fanfare. The take away was ... do we reaily know who we’re sleeping
with? {That’s not a personal question.)

t also happen to find the Bible a fascinating read. No matter your faith background, if you believe in the God
presented in the Bible you must know that every bloodline since the beginning of time has a few drops of incest.
Some more than others. '

A really smart friend of mine lives in Atlanta for part of the year. He is pro-life but believes abortion is a
necessary evil because the fastest growing population of girls seeking abortions down south are 12-13-14 year
olds who are sexually violated by brothers, dads and uncles. My response, “So, we know who the perpetrators
are and where they live, but we're going to punish the victim and her child?” What don’t | get? Abortion merely
gives the perps permission to behave badly. If we really want to change society, we have to change behaviors.
Including condoning sexual immorality.

Two things | didn’t mention yesterday because | knew my time was short ... | was sexually violated by a brother
between the ages of 7-9. He was arcund 16. | was raped by a 60 year old boss when | was 19, When | became
pregnant by the man | would eventually marry, my sexual norms were anything but normal. | was completely
void of any emotional attachment to my body or my baby. I chose to abort because | was a mess. Little did |
know, the pain | had experienced to that point would pale in comparison to the next two decades.

Abortion in America has become a costly method of hirth control. Planned Parenthood claims it accounts for
only 1% of their services; a statistic | would challenge. They are the largest provider of abortion services in the

world and it is a very lucrative business.

There are laws that govern virtually every aspect of our lives, and most are designed to protect us. How then,
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can you, in good conscience, support a law that would potentially cause such devastating harm?
Wisconsin women deserve better than that.
Respectfully,

Jane M. Frantz
Marketing Director

COMMUNITY LIVING SOLUTIONS, LLC

920.969.9344, Ext. 7515 (Desk)
920.969.9345 (Fax)
920.209.7515 (Cell)
ifrantz@communitylivingsolutions.com
www.communitylivingsolutions.com

Expert Knowledge. Enlightening Results.
The content of this E-mail and any attached files is confidential, and may be subject to certain

privilege. This email is intended for the designated recipient(s} only. If you have received this E-mail in
error, please immediately contact the sender.
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Kelda Helen Roys, JD
Executive Director

TesTIMONY OF KELDA HELEN ROYS
ON BEHALF OF NARAL PRO-CHOICE WISCONSIN
SUPPORTING THE WOMEN'S HEALTH & SAFETY ACT

To:  Members of the Wisconsin State Senate Committee on Health, Human Services,
Insurance, and Job Creation

From: Kelda Helen Roys, Executive Director of NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin

Re:  Support for SB 398, Women's Health & Safety Act

Date: February 27, 2008

On behalf of our over 35,000 statewide members, I am proud to appear before the
committee, and I thank you for holding a hearing on this critically important legislation.

NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin believes in a culture of freedom and personal responsibility
— that means ensuring that women have the full range of reproductive options available to
them, including access to safe, legal abortion. Being pro-choice encompasses supporting all
women’s reproductive choices, from preventing unintended pregnancy to bearing healthy
children. We are working hard to reduce the need for abortion and improve access to .
preventive care, yet we must make sure that safe, legal abortion remains an option for
those women who need it. -

NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin supports the original framework of Roe v. Wade, which lays
out a governmental interest in protecting the fetus, that increases throughout pregnancy, as
well as an individual’s constitutional right to control her own body and determine her own
reproductive destiny, including by terminating a pregnancy.

Abortion is a medical procedure that more than a third of American women will need at
some point in their lives. Itis a personal, private decision between a woman and her
doctor. What abortion is not — and never should be again ~ is a crime. When abortion is
illegal, women die. Itis out of that concern that we advocate for the availability of safe,
legal abortion. Because we believe that women'’s lives matter, and that they should not be
used as political fodder.

The Women's Health & Safety Act is urgently needed in Wisconsin to ensure that we do
not go back to the dark ages, where women who needed abortion care were criminals,
risking their health, safety, and their lives to terminate their pregnancies.

Unfortunately, under current Wisconsin law, we could face exactly that circumstance. The
Wisconsin statutes still contain an archaic provision dating to the 1840s, which makes ita
crime to have or assist a woman in terminating a pregnancy. The law is astonishing in its
scope and draconian in its penalties. It bans virtually every abortion, even those necessary
to preserve a woman’s health, and even those of pregnancies resulting from rape and
incest. It provides up to fifteen years in prison, and up to $50,000 in fines for doctors who -
aid a woman in obtaining abortion care. Unlike the several other states with pre-Roe
abortion bans still on the books, ours is the only one that provides for criminal penalties
against women - up to 3 ¥ years in prison and $10,000 in fines.

NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin is the political leader of the pro-choice movement, building a culture of freedom and personal responsibility, Qur political advocacy
ensures women the full range of reproductive health care, including preventing unintended pregnancies, bearing healthy children, and choosing safe, legal abortion.

122 State Streetl, Suile 308 Madison, WI 53703-4330 (608) 287-00186 {60B) 287-0176 fax
www . prochoicewisconsin.org
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""I“he Law was gwen through Moses; Grace and Truth came thmugh Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

These are the Commandments that God gave to man to guide him to happiness in this life and the next:

I 1AM THE LORD THY GOD: THOU SHALT NOT HAVE STRANGE GODS
BEFORE ME.

COMMANDS: faith, hope, love and worship of God, reverence for holy things, prayer.
FORBIDS: idolatry, superstition, spiritism, tempting God, sacrilege, attendance at false worship.

I THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN.

COMMANDS: reverence in speaking about God and holy things; the keeping of oaths and vows.

FORBIDS: blasphemy, the irreverent use of God’s name, speaking disrespectfully of holy things, false oaths, and
the breaking of vows.

HI REMEMBER THOU KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH DAY.
COMMANDS: gomg to Church on Sundays and holy days.

FORBIDS: missing Church through one’s own fault; unnecessary servile work; public buying and sefling; court
trials.

IV HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER. .
COMMANDS: love, respect, obedience on the part of children; care on the part of parents for the spiritual and

temporal welfare of their children; obedience to ciyil and religious superiors. a ‘
FORBIDS: hatred of parents and qupemors disrespect; disohedisnce: ”” ﬁ‘?;!fg% .«7(5 g/g 7 FE
V. THOU SHALT NOT KILL. Crare nder i or €. 75

COMMANDS: safeguarding of one’s own life and bodily welfare of others.
FORBIDS: unjust killing, suicide, abortion, sterilization, dueling, endangenug life and fimb of self or others.

VI THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.,
COMMANDS: chastity in word, and deed.
FORBIDS: obscene speech; impure actions alone or with others.

VII THOU SHALT NOT STEAL.

COMMANDS: respect for the property and rights of others; the paying of just debts, paying just wages to
employees; integrity in public officials.

FORBIDS: thefl, damage to the property of others; not paying just debts; not retuming found or borrowed articles;
giving unjust measure or weight in selling; not paying just wages; bribery; graft; cheating; frand; accepting stolen
property; not giving an honest day’s work for wages received; violation of contract.

- VIII THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST THY NEIGHBOR.

COMMANDS: truthfulness, respect for the good name of others; the observance of secrecy when required.
FORBIDS: lying, injury to the good name of others, slander, taiﬂbearmg, rash judgment, contemptuous speech,
and the violation of secrecy.

IX THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE.,
COMMANDS: purity in thought.

TOMPRINDEC: wrillfil imnnras thrarahte and Aacinae






I am Cathy Thompson speaking on behalf of the Wisconsin Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice. I want to thank the committee for allowing me to testify in support
of the Women’s Health & Safety Act .

Those who have been to hearings before that deal with the topics of reproductive freedom
know the surreal experience of hearing from one group focused solely on what is
happening inside a seemingly detached uterus and then everyone else focused outside
‘the uterus on the needs of pregnant women, their families and society.

For clergy, who have made themselves available to help women and/or couples facing
unwelcome pregnancies, there has always been recognition of the tragic conflict of the
potential person developing inside and the pregnant person. Christian ethicists have
observed that the pregnant person is in living relationship with God and others. Thus, for
many in society, the religious community and in scripture (Exodus 21:22-25) the
pregnant person has greater value than the potential within her.

Also most of the world’s religions revere somewhere in their ethical core values the right
of conscience. That is the tenet that even in the face of going against a teaching of that
faith you must not violate what your conscience tells you is the vight thing to do.

We believe in the moral agency of individuals, including women. That is, we respect
their ability to make responsible moral decisions based on their own conscience without
interference. ‘

I believe these two thoughts together are the underpinnings of the majority view in our
society that has prevailed for over 35 years in support of women’s right to choose.

Passage of the Women’s Health & Safety Act will be a major step towards bringing
Wisconsin law in line with that prevailing view.

In 1967 Pro-choice clergy in New York, believing in the moral agency of women, formed
the Clergy Consultation Service on Abortion to assist women seeking abortions to find
safe services. The founder, Reverend Howard Moody of Judson Memorial Church in
New York, was an American Baptist minister. Within a year, the clergy service had 1,400
members throughout the nation. After 40 years it’s hard to realize there was ever a time
when birth control was available only to married women and abortion was not legal.
Nearly every hospital had wards with women suffering or dying from botched abortions.
As you may recall the estimated annual death toll due to botched abortions was over a
million. These clergy could not stand by and let this happen.

After the U.S. Supreme Court Roe v. Wade ruling in 1973 that group became the
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights. Today that organization is more accurately
known as the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice.






I would like to share with the committee some excerpts of position statements pertaining
to governmental interference of a woman’s right to choose of some of the many faith
groups actively involved in the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice.

The Episcopal Church — “We believe that legislation concerning abortion will not
address the root of the problem. We therefore express our deep conviction that any
proposed legislation on the part of national or state governments regarding abortions must
take special care to see that individual conscience is respected, and that the responsibility
of individuals to reach informed decisions on this matter is acknowledged and honored as
the position of this Church...”

Presbyterian Church (USA) — “We do not wish to see laws enacted that would attach
criminal penalties to those who seek abortions or to appropriately gualified and licensed
persons who perform abortions in medically approved facilities...”

United Church of Christ — “Whereas, Scripture teaches us that all human life is
precious in God’s sight and teaches the importance of personal moral freedom; and
Whereas, previous General Synods, beginning in 1971, have considered the theological
and ethical implications of abortion, and have supported its legal availability, while
recognizing its moral ambiguity and urging that alternatives to abortion always be fully
and carefully considered; and ... Whereas, certain groups continue their efforts to reverse
the Roe v. Wade decision of 1973, which affirms the right to choose a safe and legal
abortion; and Whereas, abortion is a social justice issue, both for parents dealing with
pregnancy and parenting under highly stressed circumstances, as well as for our society
as a whole... Therefore, be it resolved, that the Sixteenth General Synod:

* urges pastors, members, local churches, conferences, and instrumentalities to oppese
actively legislation and amendments which seek to revoke or limit access to safe and
legal abortion.”

Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Reform Judaism) - The UAHC has long
been committed to the right of a woman to choose an abortion. We affirm the position of
the 56™ General Assembly of 1981, and we endorse the following resolution, adopted by
Women of Reform Judaism, the Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 1989: '

Affirm our unwavering commitment to the protection and preservation of the
reproductive rights of women; pledge our presence and support wherever, whenever,
and for however long our goal may require it af the federal, state and local levels of
government;...

Endorse the 1973 United State Supreme Court decision on Roe v. Wade and deplore all
attempts, legislative and judicial, to dismantle it.

Oppose the criminalization of either the health professional who perform or assist at
abortions or the women who receive them.”






United Methodist Church — The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God
given boundaries of human existence...Our belief in the sanctity of unborn human life
make us reluctant to approve abortion. | But we are equally bound to respect the
sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother, for whom devastating damage may
result from an unacceptable pregnancy. In continuity with past Christian teaching, we
recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that mﬁy Justify abortion, and in such cases

we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures...

Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the
informed Christian conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be
made only after thoughtful and prayerful consideration by the.parties involved, with

medical, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel.”

For 35 years we have been defending the right of conscience of people, who happen to be
pregnant women, against those fixated on the fetus. Their blatant disregard for women is
evident in their relentless attacks on accepted standards of reproductive health care and in
their blatant disregard for the right of conscience as seen daily in the 60 some so-called
crisis pregnancy counseling centers in Wisconsin and in the legislation they lobby for.
Their obvious attempts to control and restrict the exercise of conscience in women, who
may be pregnant are clear violations of the fundamental ethical principle that an
individual’s cousciénce may guide their own behavior but may not control or restrict

the exercise of conscience in others.

We need to bring Wisconsin law into this century by passing the Women’s Health &
Safety Act and to turn to its opponents and respectfully suggest they mend their unethical
ways and focus on the fetuses inside women, who want to give birth, but live in poverty

and have no health insurance.

1 want to thank the committee for holding this hearing on the Women’s Health & Safety |
Act.

] would be happy to try to answer any questions you might have for me.
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To the members of the legislature, and to all here present:.

My name is Lena G. Wood, and I am in strong oppostion to SB 398.

I am giving testimony today because of my own experience with abortion.

In 1995, when I was nineteen years old, I was living with a boyfriend. I became pregnant
very early into our relationship. When I told him I was pregnant, he made it clear that he didn’t
want any children. I was afraid of losing him, and I felt like I didn't have any other choice but to
have an abortion.

I went to a local Planned Parenthood office for help. Only now am I aware that in their
"counseling" of me, they side-stepped their legal obligation to inform me of both the dangerous
side-effects of having an abortion and my alternatives to having an abortion. In fact, there was
no counseling. The only option they spoke of was making an appointment to abort the
pregnancy, which they strongly urged me to do.

On the day of my abortion, I felt numb and disconnected as I sat in the waiting room.

This all seemed like a bad dream. I was so afraid, but I didn’t know what ¢lse I could do. I was
going through with this because I didn’t feel I had any other choice.

The abortion was cold and quick. The abortionist and his assistant used a machine that
made a foud sound. I felt sharp pain. Iremember feeling like I was on an assembly line.

The next thing I remember, I was being taken to another room with many reclining chairs.
I was given some strong drugs and told to sit and rest for a while. They also gave me something
small to eat.

I noticed that I was among other women in the same room. There was a very awkward
silence, because we all knew what had just happened to each of us.

I remember feeling horrible immediately. The pain was in my lower body, and 1t was very
intense. A short while later, I was escorted to the back door which led to the parking lot, and I
left.

My health got worse and worse from that day. For almost the entire week following, I
was running a serious fever of nearly 105 degrees. I called Planned Parenthood to let them know
of my condition, and to ask for help and advice. Their response was that I had the flu, and that I
should take Tylenol.

A friend took notice of my condition, and, thanks to her persistence, she finally persuaded
me 10 go to a walk-in clinic with her. She was sure there was something really wrong with me.
At the clinic, there was panic, and I was immediately taken to the hospital.

Eight days after having my abortion, I was admitted to the hospital and put in the intensive
care unit. During my first two days there, I worsened, despite broad spectrum 1.V. antibiotics.
My family was told that I could die.

My body was shutting down, due to major infection from septic abortion, caused by the
failure of the abortionist to remove all of the remains of my child from my uterus. 1 also had
acute pyelonephritis, sepsis, pneumonia, and presumed congestive heart failure. I was attached
to a heart machine, and I had a tube in my throat so I could breathe.

Because my condition was not improving, I had to have emergency surgery in the middle






of the night. My body was so swollen, I was told that I looked like I was nine months pregnant.
During my emergency surgery, 300 cc of bloody peritoneal fluid was removed from my body.

Things seemed to get better after several weeks in the ICU, and I was relocated to
recovery. However, I became ill with pancreatitis from an antibiotic I was given during
recovery. Thankfully, I survived, continued on with my life, and tried to put the whole thmg
behind me.

There is one more thing I need o point out about my experience. I never received a
hospital bill, and neither did my family, my boyfriend, or anyone else I knew. I believe Planned
Parenthood settled my hopital bills quietly, without my knowledge, This was done, perhaps, to
cover up their almost-deadly mustake.

Even though I made it through the immediate physical consequences, the worst was yet to
come. I dived deep into drug and alcohol abuse, and I was severely depressed. The relationship
1 had with my boyfriend continued for a time, and we were verbally and physically abustve with
each other.

I remember a specific night over a year later when, in a drugged state of mind, I climbed
onto the roof of my apartment building, and cried out in anger to God. I said something like “Oh
God, if you are real, tell me, Why am I alive? What is the purpose of my life? Why am I here?”
I almost jumped off the roof that night to attempt to end my life.

However, I never made that terrible mistake, and I'm glad I didn't. Since that day, I have
experienced healing, both in my faith and through acknowledging and naming my child. His
name is Stephen Gregory, and I stand here today in his honor.

Even with the healing 1 have experienced, I still feel the effects in my daily life, and I will,
to some extent, until my dying day.

My story is a microcosm of what thousands of others have also experienced through
abortion. There is much evidence today, showing that, like me:

~Women who experience abortion are more likely to:
--abuse drugs and alcohol,
--have emotional and psycological problems, and
--struggle with feelings of guilt, hopelessness, and temptations to commit suicide.

In addition, these women are also more likely to have repeated abortions, continuing the
cycle. Thankfully, this was not my experience.

Also, statistically, because of my one abortion, I have a much greater risk of developing
breast cancer. Those women who have more than one abortion have an even higher risk than I
do.

Aside from these facts, abortion providers are among the least regulated in the medical
field. Asin my case, a woman's right to know all her options is often side-stepped.

Abortion hurts women. It is never in a woman's best interest to have an abortion. Never.

To the members of the legistlature, I encourage you: Vote against SB 398! Save Statute
940.04!

Thank you all for listening to my testimony.
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Testimony in Oppositien to Senate Bill 398

My name is Dr. Tim Deering. I am a medical doctor. I am board-certified as a
family physician. After graduating from Vanderbilt University School of Medicine in Nashville,
Tennessee, I served my residency in family medicine at the University of Wisconsin, Madison in
the Baraboo Rural Training Track.

I have been practicing medicine for 10 years - 5 years in Dane and Sauk Counties
and 5 years in rural California. I presently practice with Medical Associates of Baraboo and [
am clinical assistant faculty of the Baraboo Rural Training Track. I practice the full-spectrum
of family medicine; I care for unborn children, pregnant methers and deliver newborns. I also
care for babies, children, adolescents, men, women and the elderfy.

I am testifying in opposition to Senate Bill 398. Abortion hurts women — physically
and emotionally. I urge you to vote against Senate Bill 398.

In the past three weeks alone three women have shared with me the physical and
emotional pain that they and others have suffered from abortion. The first woman was a
registered nurse who works in Labor and Delivery at St. Clare Hospital in Baraboo. She had
left a job in suburban Chicago under duress because of her unwillingness to be participate in
abortions provided there, When she was making her decision to follow her conscience to not
participate in abortions and ultimately forced to leave she was labeled as intolerant and
ridiculed by peers and supervisors. The second persen was an 18-year old girl whe at 17, 2
year prior, had been forced into having an abortion by her older boyfriend and his parents; she
told me of her unresolved guilt, her anger, her frustration and her bitterness. Her
psychelogical distress had led to depression and contributed to chronic abdominal pain. The
third woman was a hospital caseworker who shared her deep personal grief and need for

healing, counsel and therapy after learning from her 25-year-old aduit daughter that that this






daughter had an abortion at 19 years of age. The adult daughter had told her mom 6 years
after the event because of her own grief, depression and despair. The mother told me “1am
grieving the grandchild 1 never met” and also spoke of the pain she felt at her daughter’s own
grief. One abortion had led to devastating anguish in two generations.

Abortion hurts women — physically and emotionally.

Abortion can cause physical and emotional problems that have not been
adequately considered, studied or communicated by the medical community, nor are they
adequately communicated to women who have an abortion. Physical concerns include the risk
of infection, future pregnancy complications and pregnancy losses, infertility, chronic pain and
even risk of death. Emotional and psychesocial concerns include unresolved grief, anger, guilt,
hostility, decreased self-esteem, increased psychiatric hospitalization, depression, anxiety, post-
traumatic stress disorder, suicidality, increased rates of substance abuse, impairments in
interpersonal relations and sexual dysfunction, as well as interfupted bonding and decreased
emotional support for children. Abortion is not benign.

Abortion is not just a “choice”™. Abortion hurts women — physically and
emotionally. I urge you to vote against Senate Bill 398.

e 3 Minute Time Limit -~em-—-

Further data to support the manners abortion hurts women — physically and
emotionally follow. National statistics on abortion show that 10% of women undergoing
induced abortion suffer from immediate physical complications, of which one-fifth (2%) were
considered major.

Over one hundred potential complications have been associated with induced
abortion. "Minor" complications include: minor infections, bleeding, fevers, chronic

abdominal pain, gastro-intestinal disturbances, vomiting, and Rh sensitization.






The most common "major" complications are infection, excessive bleeding,
embolism, ripping or perforation of the uterus, anesthesia complications, convulsions,
hemorrhage and cervical injury.

In a series of 1,182 abortions which oceurred under closely regulated hospital
conditions, 27 percent of the patients acquired post-abortion infection lasting 3 days or longer.

While the immediate complications of abortion are usuaily treatable, these
complications frequently lead te long-term reproductive damage of much more serious nature.

For example, one possible outcome of abortion related infection is sterility.
Researchers have reported that 3 to 5 percent of aberted women ave left inadvertently sterile as
a result of the operation's latent morbidity. The risk of sterility is even greater for women who
are infected with a venereal disease at the time of the abortion.

In addition to the risk of sterility, women whe acquire post-abertion infections are
five to eight times more likely to experience ectopic pregnancies. Between 1970-1983, the rate of
ectopic pregnancies in USA has risen 4 fold. Twelve percent of all matema} deaths are due to
ectopic pregnancy. Other countries which have legalized abortion have seen the same dramatic
increase in ectopic pregnancies.

Cervical damage is another leading cause of long term complications following
abortion. Normally the cervix is rigid and tightly closed. In order to perform an abortion, the
cervix must be stretched open. During this forced dilation there is almost always causes
microscopic tearing of the cervieal tissue

According to one hospital study, 12.5% of first trimester abortions required
stitching for cervical lacerations. Unfortunately such attention to detail is not normally
provided at free- standing outpatient abortion clinics. Women under 17 have been found to
face twice the nermal risk of suffering cervical damage due to the fact that theii- cervixes are

immature and developing.
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The cervical damage from abortion frequently results in a permanent weakening of
the cervixz. This weakening may result in an "incompetent cervix" which, unable te carry the
weight of a later "lwanted" pregnancy, opens prematurely, resulting in miscarriage or
premature birth. Studies show cervical damage from previously induced abortions increase the
risks of miscarriage, premature birth, and complications of labor during later pregnancies by
| 300 - 500 percent. When the risks of increased pregnancy loss are projected on the population
as a whole, it is estimated that aborted women lose 100,000 "wanted" pregnancies each year
because of latent abortion morbidity. In addition, premature births, complications of labor,
and abnormal development of the placenta, all of which can resuft from latent abortion
morbidity, are leading causes of handicaps among newborns.

Looking at premature deliveries, it is estimated that latent abortion morbidity
results in 3000 cases of acquired cerebral palsy among newborns each year. Finally, since these
pregnancy problems pose a threat to the heaith of the methers too, women who have had
abortions face a 58 percent greater risk of dying during a later pregnancy.

The stories I told iliustrate only the tip of the iceberg on the psychological
consequences of abortion. Researchers investigating post-abortion reactioﬁs report only one
possible positive emotion: relief. This emotion is understandable, especially in light of the fact
that the majority of aborting women report feeling under intense pressure to "'get it over
with."

| Temporary feelings of relief are frequently followed by a period psychiatrists
identify as emotional "paralysis,” or post-aborﬁon "numbness." Like shell-shocked soldiers,
these aborted women are unable to express or even feel their own emotions. Their focus is
primarily on having survived the ordeal, and they are at least temporarily out of touch with
their i‘eekihgs.

Studies within the first few weeks after the abortion have found that between 40

and 60 percent of women questioned report negative reactions, Within 8 weeks after their






abortions, 55% expressed guilt, 44% complained of nervous disorders, 36% had experienced
steep disturbances, 31% had regrets about their decision, and 11% had been prescribed
psychotropic medicine by their family dector.

In one study of 500 aborted women, researchers found that 50 percent expressed
neg-ativé feelings, and up to 10 percent were classified as having developed "serious psychiatric
complications.” In a study of teenage abortion patients, half suffered a worsening of
psychosocial functioning within 7 months after the abortion. The immediate impact appeared
to be greatest on the patients who were under 17 years of age and for those with previous
psychosocial problems. Symptoms included: self-reproach, depression, social regression,
withdrawal, obsession with need to become pregnant again, and hasty marriages.

The best available data indicates that en average there is a five to ten year period
of denial during which a woman who was traumatized by her abortion will repress her feelings.
During this time, the woman may go te great lengths to avoid people, situations, or events
which she associates with her abortion a_nd she may even become vocally defensive of abortion
in order to convince others, and herself, that she made the right choice and is satisfied with the
outcome. In reality, these women who are subsequently identified as having been severely
traumatized, have failed to reach a true state of "closure™ with regard to their experiences.

Repressed feelings of any sort can result in psychological and behavioral
difficulties, which exhibit themselves in other areas of one's life. An increasing number of
counselors are reporting that unacknewledged post-abortion distress is the causative factor in
many of their female patients, even though their patients have come to them seeking therapy
for seemingly unrelated problems.

Other women, who would otherwise appear to have been satisfied with their
abortion experience, are reported to enter into emotional crisis decades later with the onset of

menopause or after their youngest child leaves home,






Hello my name is JoAnn Jones Holden
and I am here to testify in opposition to
Senate Bill 398

It will be 24 years ago this October (1984). Life was
good, I was dating someone that I loved; I had a loving
supportive family and a decent job.

I had been raised in church and thought I had a pretty
secure grasp on right and wrong. Though now looking back
I realize that a lot of those lines of right and wrong were
blurred through years of sexual abuse. All of which had left
me with a bit of a void spiritually. I see now that I was
searching for love and finding it in all the wrong places.

After dating a few months I found I was pregnant. 1
went to him and received what I have now learned is a
pretty common response from a 20 year old man....He
asked me if it was his. I told him it was and was hurt and
angry that he could have thought otherwise and didn’t see
him again for a few days. During that time I talked with my
sister who believe or not had just found out that SHE was
pregnant also, her proposed solution to my situation
seemed reasonable. It was one that I knew a number of
young women in my high school class had also seen as the
answer to their problem of pregnancy. AN ABORTION There
was a very active Planned Parenthood in Wild Rose, which
is where my mother worked. In high school we used to be
proud of the fact that we only lost one girl out of our
graduating class to teenage pregnancy but we lost 5 babies
to abortion maybe more out of a town of a little over 700
people and a graduating class of 59 less than half were girls
and 5 had had abortions before graduation those are not
great odds if you are a baby. Within 24 hours I had an offer
to pay and an appointment made and found myself in the
abortion clinic in Appleton. The day was cold and rainy 1
remember nothing about the ride to or from the clinic. I do
remember vividly being ushered into the clinic by someone
on the staff from the clinic and taken into a very small and
sterile room where I was handed a paper to sign and a
pamphlet explaining the procedure and told to take off my






clothes and put on a gown and someone would be back to
get me. I never read the pamphlet or even opened it to be
honest. I put it in my purse and waited. I was taken to
another office and laid on an exam table like those in a
gynecologist office with stirrups; my feet were placed inio
the stirrups and a paper gown draped across my legs.
People spoke among themselves obviously forgetting I was
in the room. Across the room a man entered gowned up
with a mask on and never spoke a word. He took his place
on a stool at the end of the exam table, I heard the suction
machine start, and before I knew it I was back home
bleeding and crying and feeling like possibly the WORST
person in the world. I was eramping and bleeding so bad I
was forced to call in to work and tell them I wouldn’t be
there that evening. And then something very unexpected
happened, I got into the shower hoping to find some relief
from the pain, I was bleeding so profusely that being in the
shower didn’t slow the flow and I looked down at the bloody
water collecting in the tub to find the mass of tissue which I
cail my baby.

The next six months were what I affectionately refer to
as an Alcoholic Blur....I don’t have any memory of what
went on during that time except that I was drunk. It all
came to a head by my threatening suicide and my family
taking me and having me admitted on the Psyche floor of
Theda Clark and keeping me there for the next two weeks
for AODA counseling and drying out. But God in his
- awesome infinite wisdom and grace had a bigger plan. He
was just keeping me safe while my sisters baby was born.
He knew exactly what I could and couldn’t deal with at that
point and kept me in a safe place for that birth.

But not adegquately dealing with the pain of that birth
was just the beginning of not dealing with the pain of the
abortion that has lasted now some 20 plus years. This has
taken me through endless counseling sessions and bouts of
antidepressants and a couple bad marriages and an endless
sea of BAD decisions, looking to fill that void that was left.
Within a year of that abortion I found myself intentionally
getting pregnant again. My atonement Child. That child
gave me reason to live and got me through some of the






toughest years of my life.

This brings me up to almost 10 years ago when I found
myself searching for more meaning in my life, and a new
church, after one of my divorces,God put me in a VERY safe
place when the next trauma happened. My nephew, who I
had been there to help raise and was extremely close to,
committed suicide. His death alone was incredibly hard to
deal with I couldn’t make sense of it and I was angry and
hurt and grieving and trying to make sense of a senseless
situation and on top of that grief I spoke to his girlfriend at
the funeral and she said that he did this because she had
had an abortion a few weeks earlier and hadn’t told him
about it until after the fact.

Abortion has now cost my family 3 lives.

I was devastated. But truly I didn’t understand why 1
was so upset. MY abortion had been years ago. Could this be
after math of that decision made all those years ago? I now
know that women who suffer from Post Abortive Syndrome
frequently will grieve that loss again and again through out
life when she experiences any new loss. Which was
confirmed when I lost my mother this past spring.

Through a group called Rachels Vineyard I was able to
begin my healing from this atrocity you refer to as choice. I
was able to begin to grieve the loss of my child and then be
forgiven for the murder I had committed. I could finally
release the anger and guilt , remorse and bitterness....which
taken over my life.

I guess in summation...i didn’t believe that this had
been a problem for me. The shame and guilt kept me from
seeing the true pain. None of the counselors ever
mentioned it was an issue. None of the doctors said it might
be part of the problem and seriously it was just a procedure
no reason to grieve. There are millions of women (and
men)(they feel that loss too) that are struggling with this
same issue. It was so prevalent in the lives of my self and my
friends growing up in a town the size of Wild Rose you
know it has touched almost everyone in some way.

Seldom do people realize what it is that they have done
until they come to have this relationship with the Lord and
know the price he paid with his life, then we are able to put






a price tag on the life that we took?

In prayer 3 plus years ago now a piece of scripture was
revealed to me It is.... Proverbs 31:8 Speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves; ensure justice for those who
are perishing. I wasn’t sure how to do this but knew in my
heart that what I needed to do. AS it turns out seems that it
is here today testifying to you in this room and marching for
life in Washington DC and speaking for pro life groups
through out the state. Through Wisconsin Right to Life and
Silent No More, the I am speaking the truth of my ordeal
and using that to touch the lives of other that have also been
scarred by the lies of the abortionist Through the group
called Silent No More and Wisconsin Right to Life I have
been given a voice to tell people about abortion and to let
people know that abortion hurts women.






My name is Angel Petite. I am eighteen, and I live in Oakland, W1.

I was born prematurely, when I was 27 weeks old. Many unborn children are aborted at that age,
but I survived. | am a survivor, because 1 am alive while many of my generation weren’t given a
chance to live. :

At 27 weeks, I had a heartbeat, brain waves, was able to sense and respond to pain, and every
system found in a fully developed adult was present. Even though I was so developed, I still
could have been aborted, and my life would have ended. I would not have been able to meet my
family, to attend school, to grow up, to participate in my government, or to sit before this
committee today. 1 was not aborted however, so I am able to pursue my dreams, to work for the
betterment of the world, and to have a voice. [ am here, speaking for those who have no voice.
A quarter of my generation wasn’t granted that privilege. They cannot argue on their behalf;
they cannot aid in coming up with solutions for the problems this world faces. They cannot do
this, but I can. That is why I am here today. Every human being, every American, every
Wisconsinite deserves a chance at life.

940.04 defends this fundamental principle and guarantees this right.

I ask you to reject SB 398, because it would repeal the Wisconsin statue 940.04. This statute
prohibits abortions in Wisconsin except when the mother’s life is in danger. The law is over 150
years old and should remain on Wisconsin law books.

One reason that 940.04 should be kept is because it would be able to protect innocent unborn
children and their mothers from the horror and atrocity of abortion if Roe v. Wade was
overturned. The state of Wisconsin should strive to protect all Wisconsinites and this law
furthers that protection.






Testimony regarding 5.940.04 and SB 398 to the Wisconsin Senate Committee on Health, Human
Services, Insurance and Job Creation

Carla Borstad

February 27, 2008

Hello, my name is Carla Borstad. 1am a senior nursing student at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
One week ago | would have thought that today | would be on a cardiology unit in an Eau Claire hospital
as a student nurse caring for people whose lives are precious. Instead, | am here in our state capitol
asking you, some of the leaders of our state, to care for people whose lives are precious and whose
voices are not heard.

] ask you, members of the committee, to save statute 940.04 for the following three reasons:

First, | want Wisconsin to be a state in which God is honored by how we treat His creation. Each unborn
child is made by God. | am sure many of you are familiar with the verses from Psalm 139:13-14 which
say “For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb. | will give thanks to You, for
t am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.” 1 will
say it again. | want Wisconsin to be a state in which God is honored by how we treat His creation.

Second, | want Wisconsin to be a state in which unborn children have full protection under our law. | do
not want Wisconsin to be a state in which unborn, precious babies are burned, torn apart, or killed in
any other way while our leaders turn their backs and pretend as if they did not know what was
happening. So I will say it again, | want Wisconsin to be a state in which unborn children have full
protection under our law.

And third, | want Wisconsin to be a state in which pregnant women who are scared and confused wili
receive compassionate, truthful, hopeful assistance in giving their children life. | do not want women in
our state to be victimized by people in the abortion industry. A pregnant woman in Wisconsin should
not be defiled by an abortionist killing the child within her and she should not be lied to by counselors
who do not acknowledge that something horrid was done to her. Instead, | want Wisconsin to be a
state in which a pregnant woman who is scared and confused will receive compassionate, truthful,
hopeful assistance in giving her child life.

Please, Senator Erpenbach, Senator Vinehout, Senator Carpenter, Senator Taylor, Senator Roessler,
Senator Lazich, and Senator Kanavas , honor God, protect unborn children and protect pregnant woman
by saving statute 940.04.

Thank you,






My name is Karen Mahoney and I am testifying in opposition of Senate Bill 398.

Twenty-eight years ago my left hand clutched a wad of wrinkled money as I entered
a Milwaukee Abortion Clinic-—the cash was the only act of support that my then
boyfriend couid muster.

The hasty nurse emphasized that the procedure only took a few minutes and
wouldn’t hurt. As I began to cry, she reassured me that I was ‘really lucky’ because 1
was catching it early as there was no baby yet—just a mass of tissue.

Hypnotized by the lights, the dirty carpet and the rows of empty faced women
awaiting their turn, I passed the time looking at booklets given to.me by the
receptionist, describing minimal side effects and rare long-term health risks. The
booklets told me not to feel guilty because many women have had multiple
abortions—most are risk free and the women go on to live healthy normal lives.

I was given a number for privacy, #187 and when it was called, I walked to the
closet draped with an orange flowered curtain, I put on blue paper slippers, a thin
grey and white gown and walked to the procedure room.

The nurse tried to make me laugh by telling me that I would be able to keep my thin
shape and not have the stretch marks associated with a pregnancy. Ibegan to feel
very sad, but didn’t recall anything in the booklets mentioning sadness. She told me
not to cry because I would feel better once it was over—everyone does, she said.

Legs in the stirrups, the vacuum machine whirred as the doctor inserted the long tube
into my vagina. A moderate amount of cramping accompanied me as I watched the
jar fill with blood, water and chunks of tissue. I felt sheer horror, as I knew for the
first time what I had really done. Nothing that the nurse or doctor said at that point
could convince me otherwise. I had authorized the killing of my own baby.

The days that followed were a blur of numbness and despair. I cried constantly, but
kept my feelings secret. No one except my boyfriend knew that I had done this, and
he didn’t seem to care. No one helped me. No one understood—I felt so alone.

For years, I eked my way through life. My faith nearly destroyed, 1 settled into a bad
marriage that ended in divorce 18 years later. The birth of each of my five children,
while wonderful, served to solidify in my heart what I had done. I allowed my first
child to be murdered and I couldn’t keep that silent any longer.

Finally, I began to search out help and begin to recover—I am not there yet, and 1
don’t know that I will ever be because there is nothing that will undo the abortion.
What I can do is to urge each one of you to prevent this tragedy from happening to
any other baby or young mother in this state. Please, we give our animals more
respect than we do human beings. Please vote against Senate Bill 398 and vote to
save 940.04. Thank you.






Hearing Testimony for Senate Bill 398

My name is Anna Anderson. I am the Executive Director of the Care Net Pregnancy
Center of Green County in Monroe, WI. I am here today to testify in opposition of
Senate Bill 398. I would like to share with you stories of men and women who come to
our center seeking relief from psychological distress they experience after making an
abortion decision as well as some stafistics associated with our post-abortion healing
program.

A 15 y/o girl who had an abortion six months earlier at the age of 14 came to the Center
begging us to help her stop the nightmares she had been having since her abortion. She
told us she had not had a full night's sleep since her abortion because of horrific
nightmares about dead babies. She had insomnia because she feared falling asleep and
those nightmares returning. She also reported feelings of extreme guilt, anger and rage.
She experienced flashbacks to the abortion procedure. She was depressed and her self-
esteem was at an all time low.

Recently, I met with a 22y/o woman who stated she is not “worthy” of anything good
because she “chose to take the life” of her child. She reported excessive crying, anger
and rage toward her boyfriend and herself, and an inability to make decisions.
Relationships with family members were becoming strained because she was
withdrawing.

A woman in her 70s told me she cannot get the images of that day decades ago at the
abortion facility out of her mind. She described in great detail every aspect of her
abortion experience from the moment she drove into the parking lot. She still sees the
faces of everyone she encountered that day. She told me these vivid images are always
with her and she can’t make them stop.

The father of a 17y/o girl came to the Center very distraught and pleaded with us to help
his daughter in anyway possible so she would have the means and courage to stand up to
those who were trying to force her into an abortion. He told us not a day goes by that he
does not think of the abortion he paid for when he was in college. He agonizes daily over
his decision to pay to end the life of his first son or daughter. He said it was his agony
over this decision that led him to try to drown out his emotions with alcohol and
eventually drugs. He did not want his daughter to go through what he described as the
“emotional hell” that he had been experiencing for more than 20 years.

Then there were the never-to-be grandparents who came to us for help because they made
the choice for their teenaged daughter to have an abortion. As a result of their decision,
they will never be grandparents of biological offspring because their only child’s
fallopian tubes were damaged beyond repair during the abortion procedure. They
struggle with tremendous guilt.

These are just a few of the stories we hear from post-abortive men, women and families.
There are lifelong conseguences to the choice of abortion that affect marriages, parenting,
friendships, and other relationships for decades. These consequences can be both
physical and psychological.

When women and men come to us for help with their post-abortion stress, we ask them to
outline the physical and psychological impact of their abortion experience and why they






came to us for help. These personal accounts from our post-abortive men and women tell
us that they believe the following things resulted from their abortion decisions:
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54 % sought professional counseling to help them alleviate the psychological and
emotional distress they felt after their abortion experience;

38 % engaged in self-destructive behaviors;

29 % report being uncomfortable around children after their abortion;

15 % report undue anger towards children;

58 % say they are very overprotective of their subsequent children;

62 % report having difficulty with relationships;

46 % report avoiding relationships with the opposite sex;

33 % report becoming too dependent in the relationship;

82 % report problems with intimacy since the abortion;

90 % of the people who were single at the time of the abortion say their
relationship with their significant other ended after the abortion; and

64 % of all relationships ended after the abortion when combining married and
single couples.

Some of the medical complications reported by our clients as a result of an abortion
procedure include:
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15 % report hemorrhaging excessively and/or for extended periods of time;
8 % experienced infections and/or high fevers;
46 % report intense pain;
8 % had an incomplete abortion;
8 % had a perforated uterus;
8 % had other uterine complications;
15 % had to have hysterectomies;
8 % became anemic;
15 % report infertility following their abortion;
15 % of the women report menstrual disorders;
15 % report tubal pregnancies;
23 % experienced miscarriages;
8 % have a scarred uterus;
8 % experience headaches; and
8 % have Pelvic Inflammatory Disease.

In addition, the post-abortive men and women who come to us for help report the
following psychological complications that they associate with their abortion decision:
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79 % report guilt over their decision;

64 % report anger and rage;

29 % experience flashbacks;

64 % experience feelings of helplessness;

29 % have sexual disorders;

14 % report a hatred of the opposite sex;

21 % have eating disorders;

79 % report not being able to forgive themselves;

14 % report an inability to bond with their living children;
7 % say they had difficulty making decisions after their abortion;

64 % experience grief;

29 % experience nightmares;






29 % became suicidal after their abortion;

57 % report feelings of despair;

29 % fear future pregnancies;

64 % turn to alcohol and/or drugs to alleviate their emotional pain,

38 % report marital problems associated with the abortion;
7 % report compulsive behaviors;

50 % say they have a tendency to over-react toward their living children;

64 % report bonding issues since the abortion;

86 % experience depression;

38 % become passive-aggressive in their relationships;

64 % report excessive crying;

71 % report a mistrust of others;

86 % have lower self esteem as a result of their abortion decision;

64 % report increased stress;

100% of those responding say they experienced some degree of withdrawal;
80 % say they became sexually promiscuous after their abortion; and

40 % report feeling powerless.

e 9 & & & % & ° ¢ & & & 9 & 5 9 @

With the exception of one teen who came in six months after her abortion, the women
and men we have seen at our center for post abortion healing suffered with these
psychological and emotional complications for years before seeking help. 64% waited 7-
9 years before seeking help. Others waited more than 30 years before seeking help.

When we ask why they finally seek help for what they believe to be the psychological
and emotional consequences of their abortion decisions, couples and individuals make
comments such as the following:

e “So it can help me through my problems of anger, guilt, flashbacks, and
nightmares. I want to be able to sleep. I don’t want to be depressed any more. I
want to be able to forgive myself and regain my self esteem.”

e “Because it was bothering me so much I couldn’t function. Iknew I had to talk to
someone and get help to deal with it.”

e “To save my marriage.”

e “Because I was completely, emotionally exhausted and had no other resource to
save our marriage and family. I was at wit’s end.”

Abortion not only hurts the man and woman involved in the abortion decision but
everyone in their lives is affected by this because of the emotional baggage that
accompanies such a decision. When we consider that at least 1 in 4 women (and some
estimate 1 in 3) has had an abortion, the ramifications of this psychological distress are
far-reaching and can impact generations.

In conclusion, I would encourage you to carefully consider how abortion hurts men,
women and families. After this careful consideration, I would respectfully request that
you vote against Senate Bill 398. Thank you.



